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Here’s what we know: 
1. The suspect in the spa attacks has been 

charged with eight counts of murder. 
2. Six of the eight victims were women of 

Asian descent. 
3. President Biden: ‘I know Asian-Ameri-

cans are very concerned.’ 
4. A survivor of the shooting spree called 

his wife: ‘I’ve been shot! Please come.’ 
5. The suspect’s parents identified him in 

surveillance footage during the manhunt. 
6. Experts warn of a rise in hate crimes 

motivated by ‘male supremacy.’ 
7. Asian-Americans were targeted in nearly 

3,800 hate incidents in the past year. 
The Atlanta police on Wednesday said a 21- 

year-old suspect was arrested and charged in 
the shootings that took place at three mas-
sage parlors Tuesday night: 

‘‘This was a tragic day with many victims, 
but thankfully the suspect was quickly ap-
prehended.’’ ‘‘The suspect did take responsi-
bility for the shootings. He said that early 
on, once we began the interviews with him. 
He claims that these, and as the chief said, 
we know this is still early, but he does claim 
that it was not racially motivated. He appar-
ently has an issue, what he considers a sex 
addiction, and sees these locations as some-
thing that allows him to go to these places. 
And it is a temptation for him that he want-
ed to eliminate.’’ ‘‘So obviously, whatever 
the motivation was for this guy, we know 
that many of the victims, the majority of 
the victims, were Asian. We also know that 
this is an issue that is happening across the 
country. It is unacceptable. It is hateful, and 
it has to stop.’’ ‘‘We put out an image of a 
possible suspect very early on in this inci-
dent, and we were notified by his family, who 
were fully cooperative, and we are greatly 
appreciative of their assistance in this mat-
ter.’’ 

ACWORTH, Ga.—The man who police say 
went on a rampage at three spas in the At-
lanta area, killing eight people, was charged 
on Wednesday with eight counts of murder in 
connection with the attacks. 

The brazen shootings, which took the lives 
of six women of Asian descent, stirred con-
siderable outrage and fear in the Asian- 
American community. Investigators said 
they had not ruled out bias as a motivating 
factor even as the suspect denied such racial 
animus once in custody. 

The gunman told the police: that he had a 
‘‘sexual addiction’’ and had carried out the 
shootings at the massage parlors to elimi-
nate his ‘‘temptation,’’ the authorities said 
on Wednesday. He also said that he had fre-
quented massage parlors in the past and 
launched the attacks as a form of vengeance. 
All but one of the victims were women, the 
police said. 

Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms of Atlanta 
said that regardless of the determination 
about motive, the tragedy was clear. 

‘‘Whatever the motivation was for this 
guy, we know that the majority of the vic-
tims were Asian,’’ Ms. Bottoms said. ‘‘We 
also know that this is an issue that is hap-
pening across the country. It is unaccept-
able, it is hateful and it has to stop.’’ 

The authorities charged Robert Aaron 
Long, 21, on Wednesday with eight counts of 
murder and one count of aggravated assault 
in connection with the shootings. Four of 
the murder counts and the assault charge 
stem from the first shooting, in Cherokee 
County, and the other four murder counts re-
late to the shootings at two spas in the city 
of Atlanta less than an hour later, the au-
thorities said. 

Capt. Jay Baker of the Cherokee County 
Sheriffs Office said the gunman had told the 
police he was driving to Florida when he was 
caught after the shootings on Tuesday 
evening, and that he said he may have been 

trying to commit similar violence at a busi-
ness connected to the ‘‘porn industry’’ there. 
He was stopped after his parents alerted the 
police that they believed their son might be 
the suspect, and the police were able to 
track his phone. 

Sheriff Frank Reynolds of Cherokee Coun-
ty said the gunman may have ‘‘frequented 
these places in the past and may have been 
lashing out.’’ 

The police arrested Mr. Long, who is white, 
about 150 miles south of Atlanta after a man-
hunt, the authorities said. They had earlier 
released a surveillance image of a suspect 
near a Hyundai Tucson outside one of the 
massage parlors. Mr. Baker said that Mr. 
Long, of Cherokee County, had admitted to 
the shootings and that he appeared to be act-
ing alone. 

Rodney Bryant, the acting chief of the At-
lanta Police Department, said it was not yet 
clear whether the shooting spree would be 
classified as a hate crime. 

‘‘We are still early in this investigation, so 
we cannot make that determination at this 
moment,’’ Chief Bryant said. ‘‘We are just 
not there as of yet.’’ 

(By Scott Reinhard) 
Four people died in the first shooting, at 

Young’s Asian Massage near Acworth, a 
northwest suburb of Atlanta, Mr. Baker said. 
That shooting, in which a Hispanic man was 
injured, was reported around 5 p.m. 

At 5:47 p.m., the Atlanta police said, offi-
cers responded to a robbery at Gold Spa in 
the northeast part of the city, where they 
found the bodies.of three women with gun-
shot wounds. While the officers were at the 
scene, the police said, they received a report 
of shots fired at the Aromatherapy Spa 
across the street, where they found the body 
of another woman. 

A 911 caller who said she was hiding in the 
back of Gold Spa told the emergency oper-
ator that a ‘‘white guy’’ had a gun, according 
to audio recordings released by the Atlanta 
Police Department. 

She was not sure where the gunman was, 
she told the operator, because she was hid-
ing, and was unsure what he was wearing. ‘‘I 
don’t know,’’ she pleaded in response to 
questions. ‘‘Please just come.’’ 

Six of the eight people killed in the shoot-
ings at Atlanta-area spas on Tuesday were 
women of Asian descent, raising fears that 
they could have been targeted because of 
their race, even as the police said it was too 
early to know. 

On Wednesday, the police named the vic-
tims of the shooting at Young’s Asian Mas-
sage in Acworth, Ga., as Delaina Ashley 
Yaun; 33, of Acworth; Paul Andre Michels, 54, 
of Atlanta; Xiaojie Tan, 49, of Kennesaw; and 
Daoyou Feng, 44. One person, Elcias R. Her-
nandez-Ortiz, 30, of Acworth, was injured. 

An official from the South Korean Con-
sulate in Atlanta, citing the Foreign Min-
istry in Seoul, confirmed on Wednesday that 
four of the eight killed in the shooting spree 
were ethnic Koreans. But the nationalities of 
the four women were not immediately 
known, the official said. 

Ms. Yaun was a customer at Young’s Asian 
Massage and had been planning a date night 
with her husband, her half sister, Dana 
Toole, said. She was killed, and her husband 
survived after locking himself in a nearby 
room as gunshots rang out, Ms. Toole said. 

‘‘He’s not OK,’’ Ms. Toole said about her 
sister’s husband. ‘‘He’s taking it hard.’’ 

Ms. Yaun was one of four siblings who grew 
up in Acworth, and had worked as a server at 
a Waffle House restaurant. She raised a 13- 
year-old son as a single mother and had an 8- 
month-old daughter, Ms. Toole said. 

‘‘It was just all about family,’’ Ms. Toole 
said. ‘‘Whatever we’d do, we’d do it to-

gether.’’ Now the shooting has left the fam-
ily in shock. 

‘‘It doesn’t seem real. I expect to see her 
walking through the door any minute. It just 
hasn’t quite sunk in yet,’’ Ms. Toole said. 

‘‘My eyes hurt so bad because I’ve been 
crying so much,’’ she said. ‘‘It’s just hard 
right now for us to even think about moving 
forward, because she’s not here.’’ 

Young’s Asian Massage is tucked in a mod-
est strip mall, with a beauty salon on one 
side and a boutique on the other. Like much 
of suburban Georgia, the mall is a diverse 
place, with panaderias and Latin businesses 
and American-style chain restaurants. 

On Tuesday night, the blue lights of police 
vehicles cast an eerie glow as detectives 
worked inside the spa. 

Rita Barron, 47, the owner of Gabby’s Bou-
tique next door, was with a group of onlook-
ers standing near a used car lot. She said she 
had been with a customer when she heard 
noises through the wall that sounded like 
claps—and then women screaming. 

She called 911, and soon saw victims being 
taken out by police officers. 

Nearby, a wail of anguish went up from an-
other cluster of people waiting for any news. 
Three dropped to the pavement, two of them 
embracing and shaking as they cried. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DAVID SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 19, 2021 

Mr. DAVID SCOTT of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, I would like to reflect that had my 
vote for H. Res. 275, a resolution condemning 
the horrific shootings in Atlanta, Georgia, on 
March 16, 2021, and reaffirming the House of 
Representative’s commitment to combating 
hate, bigotry, and violence against the Asian- 
American and Pacific Islander community, 
been cast, it would have been recorded as 
AYE. Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 149, 
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HONORING FIREFIGHTER BRUCE 
HARTMAN 

HON. JOHN JOYCE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 19, 2021 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Firefighter Bruce 
Hartman for his 10 years of service with the 
Meyersdale Volunteer Fire Department in 
Somerset County, Pennsylvania. 

Firefighters’ commitment and service to our 
community are invaluable. Volunteer fire-
fighters often are called on to respond to 
emergencies of all types. From battling struc-
ture fires to conducting search and rescue op-
erations, volunteer firefighters respond imme-
diately whenever disaster strikes. These he-
roes often go above and beyond—they teach 
first aid, educate students about fire and other 
dangerous hazards, and even install car safety 
seats for children. Through their diverse and 
often-difficult work, volunteer firefighters pro-
vide lifesaving services and are a staple of our 
local community. 

Firefighter Hartman has worked throughout 
his career to serve the people of Somerset 
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